[Apoptosis of peripheral blood lymphocytes in patients with chronic viral hepatitis].
The examined 68 patients with chronic viral hepatitis (CVH) demonstrated a high Fas/APO-1 (CD95) expression on the peripheral blood lymphocytes. It correlated with the serum level of the tumor necrosis factor alpha (TNF alpha). The above findings suggest to us the implication of apoptosis in CVH pathogenesis. Following administration of interferonotherapy treatments the number of lymphocytes in the presence of apoptosis has gotten decreased.